
THE ROAD TO 
CERTIFICATION 



DLT COMMUNITY



Becom ing a CDT

 WHAT is a CDT?

 WHY become a CDT?

 WHAT is required to become a CDT?

 HOW to prepa re to become a CDT?



What is a CDT?

Nationa l representa tive of the 
denta l la b profession

Comply with Nationa l Qua lity 
Sta nda rds 

Commitment to 
Improve/ Innovate Technologies  



Why becom e a CDT?

 Career Commitment

 Professiona l Recognition

 Awareness of Current Standa rds & 
Regulations 

Dennis Urban, 2024 CDT of the Yea r



CAREER 
COMMITMENT

 Reinforced Credibility & Proficiency
 CE Incentive
 Self Achievement



PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
 Accredited Restora tive Tea m Member
 Ca reer Pla cement
 Ca reer Adva ncement



Professional Recognition



AWARENESS OF 
CURRENT STANDARDS 
& REGULATIONS
 Safe ty Standa rds
 New Materia ls
 New Technologies



CDT Specialties

• Cera mics

• Complete Dentures

• Crown & Bridge

• Digita l Workflow

• Impla nts

• Orthodontics

• Pa rtia l Dentures



What Is Required to Becom e a CDT?

 Proficiency in the English Language

 GED/ HS Graduate or Equiva lent

 Favorable Lega l & Ethica l Status

 DLT Experience : 5 yrs.
• Recognized Graduate : 2 yrs.

 Successfully Pass the CDT Exam Process

https:/ / nbccert.org/ pdfs / CDTExamHandbook.pdf?pdf=7634879

https://nbccert.org/pdfs/CDTExamHandbook.pdf?pdf=7634879


CDT EXAM PROCESS: Written Com prehensive

 Genera l knowledge of denta l anatomy & 
physiology, regulations, and history

 Basic knowledge of a ll DLT specia lties

 160 Multiple choice questions/  2h:45min

 On-line testing only

 Application fee : $255



CDT EXAM PROCESS: Written Specialty

• Specia lty a rea of choice

• 80 Multiple choice 
questions/  1h:30min

• On-line testing only

• Application fee : $255



CDT EXAM PROCESS: Practical (Hands-On) Specialty

• Specia lty a rea same a s written specia lty

• Comple ted pre limina ry procedures

• Exam guide for practica l ta sks/  
5h:15min

• On-site or remote testing 

• Application fee : $595



CDT EXAM PROCESS: Regulations

• A ca ndidate must a pply for the sa me 
written a nd pra ctica l a rea .

• Exa ms ca n be ta ken in a ny order.

• Exa ms a re supervised by a third-
pa rty proctor.

• A ca ndidate ha s four yea rs to 
complete the exa m process. 

• Application a nd fees must be 
resubmitted before re ta king exa ms. 



FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT
Gra nts & Schola rships
https:/ / denta lla bfoundation.org/ schola rshipsgra nts/

https://dentallabfoundation.org/scholarshipsgrants/


HOW TO PREPARE
References & Resources



REFERENCES & RESOURCES

US Air Force Ma nua ls

CDT Pra ctica l Exa m VRG

Exa mination Prepa ra tion Guide

NADL Online Study System

Mentorship Directory

*Study Groups



DLT Training & Education LLC

CDT Exa m Prep Courses

 Prepa res candidates for the CDT 
Comprehensive and Specia lty Exams.

 Follows the NADL study plan.

 Includes resea rched recommended 
re ference guides.

 Includes e lectronic study guides, review 
questions, tutoria l videos, and practice 
written exams/ practica l exam coaching.

 Convenient meeting hours. www.dlttra ining.com

http://www.dlttraining.com/


DLT TRAINING & EDUCATION 
CAN HELP YOU!

Q&A
www.dlttra ining.com 

http://www.dlttraining.com/
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